General PTA Meeting
October 10, 2008
During Literacy Night
We will be voting on the
Budget for the year as
well as forming a By-
laws committee. SBDM
Elections will also take
place this evening.
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| admit it. It really irked me that we were without power for six days. | know
that some of you had it worse (Ms. Wasz comes to mind), | really didn’t
want to go to bed at 8 pm, and | missed being in my house (we stayed
with the kids grandparents in Shelbyville-which reminds me that | didn’t
like filling my gas tank to the tune of $66.00). But there were some things
about the “2008 Windstorm” that were awesome. My son Seth read a
book a day. That's right. A day. Okay, so none of them were Sign of the
Beaver that Ms. Horton assigned, but he read. A lot. And didn’t complain
about not having a computer or other electronics. He complained that it
got dark too soon and reading by the dim light gave him a headache! |
liked that one night we ate dinner by candlelight and told funny stories
since there was no television to watch. We made a family connection.

Thanks to everyone who participated in the fundraiser! We raised $5,686.00
The top sellers will receive a limo and lunch (date tha) as well as a dress down/no
uniform day!
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“We cannot live only for
ourselves. A thousand
fibers connect us with

our fellow men; and
among those fibers, as
sympathetic threads, our
actions run as causes,
and they come back to
us as effects.”

Herman Melville

Connect for Sucess
Seth and Jonah Thompson thanking
Mayor Abramson at a Community
Connverstion in August, 2008.

Connections...that happens to be the theme this year for the National PTA.
| feel honored to have made so many thus far into the school year. | am
also proud to see our students connecting with the playground. As a TAP
into Fitness school, one of Byck’s goals is to educate our students about
making good food choices and being healthy. | am glad to report that we
have to this end connected with Metro Council and Councilwoman Judy
Green and have been promised $30,000 for phase Il of the playground!

While we all know how important our playground has been to our
community, we also recognize how important our community is to us. We
want to connect with nature. At the end of last school year, we applied for a
grant through Operation Brightside for a new garden area to be placed
adjacent to the playground. We are still waiting to hear if we received a
grant and in anticipation have already formed a gardening club called the
“Byck Botanists.” We will be participating in October 25 “Make a Difference
Day” along with assistance from Operation Brightside in fixing up the front
area of the school. Please join us and show us your green thumb!

We are also connecting with literacy initiatives by gathering volunteers to
assist Ms. Poche in the library with cataloging, checking out/returns, and
other activities as needed. You can connect by volunteering in the Library
on Fridays or by joining the Literacy Committee as we partner with the
teachers and staff and help promote a life long love of reading.

Finally, you can connect with your school community by becoming a PTA
member, joining a committee (Botanists, Literacy, Waldorf and Dad’s
Club), by volunteering on Fridays for various in school events, by becoming
a room parent, and by checking out our new website,
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So now that we all have our power back and have settled back into our
regular routines (which for some of us took a bit longer), let’s not forget that
week and what it really did for so many of us, whether we connected with
neighbors, family, friends, or your community, let’s certainly make an effort
to connect here at Byck with one another. So come to Parent/Teacher
Conference day, Literacy Night, the open house and other amazing events.
Get connected. Get involved.
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We weren't kidding when we rolled out this year's Byck PTA
Membership Drive theme, “ PTA is Blooming at Byck.” The
response to the PTA Membership Drive so far has been awesome!
By the end of the first week of school, we had already surpassed our
total number of members from last year! Last year we had a total of
115...by the end of the first week of school we had 144! We continue
to grow and get closer to our goal of 489 members; right now we are

at 194 members. It shows how connected some of you already
feell We will be recruiting at Literacy Night, Parent/Teacher
Conference Day and Open House, so if you haven't already signed
up, please make it a point to do so soon!

“The PTAs most important purpose is to address issues that affect
the education, health and welfare of children, youth and their
families. “ (KY Leaders Notebook for PTAs and PTSAS). For just a
$4.00 dues payment you help us to help each other. Make the
connection for all the students and families at Byck. Join Today.

“It is not because things
are difficult that we do
not dare; it is because

we do not dare that
things are difficult.”

Seneca

Make a Difference. Become a Volunteer
Become a Member. Show Commitment
and Support.

Make the Connection.

Stephanie Brown and teacher member
Ms. T Weathers make the “PTA
Connection.”



A Reflections program provides students with the opportunity to create works of art--in a variety of mediums--for fun and
recognition. Reflections can also serve as an outlet for students to creatively explore what they are learning in the
classroom. When children express themselves through words, pictures, music, dance, film, and other art media, they
grow intellectually; they learn to analyze their thoughts and feelings. The Reflections Program helps parents recognize,
support, and enhance this continuous process of self-discovery for their children. PTA believes that all children deserve
a quality arts education. An arts education enhances a student's intellectual, personal and social development.

The arts are an expression of beauty, a mode of self-expression, a means to explore other cultures and viewpoints. But
more than that, the arts are a way to build self-esteem, teach critical skills, and boost student achievement. Arts
education can enhance children’s personal, social, and intellectual development. Unfortunately, the arts are far too often
overlooked in the school curriculum—and left out altogether when budgets get tight.

PTA Start the Art Week, October 6-11, 2008 , is our opportunity to provide our school’s students with arts experiences.
Give our students the gift of music, dance, theater, literature, and the visual arts! Start the Art—and keep it going! For
more information on the Reflections Program and the Arts, contact Myrdin Thompson.

The PTA is proud to announce it is time for the Site Based Decision to elect a new board members. You will find a
nomination form inserted into this newsletter. Please return to the office during Parent Teacher Conference Day,
October 8. Elections will be held during Literacy Night, October 10. SBDM is a governing body that works in conjunction
with our Principal Tammy Darden and other teachers and parents to help make decisions regarding school curriculum
and other issues. Please see insert for more details.

Calendar of Upcoming Events

(dates subject to change)

L O# Poxt) Literacy Night, Friday, October 10
President, Myrdin Thompson 361-3072 «Please note there will be a brief PTA General Meeting on this evening»
ptapeep@gmail.com

School Photos, Thursday, October 23
VP Programs, David Drummond 776-4612
o Open House, Thursday, October 23, 6-7:30 pm
VP Ways/Means, Kassi Clifford 409-0780
ckclifford@insightbb.com

Showcase of Schools at the Kentucky Convention Center

VP Membership, Stephanie Brown 290-2916 Friday and Saturday, October 24 and 25

Treasurer, Senora Ford 772-5415 Operation Brightside/Make a Difference Day Byck
Grounds cleanup

Volunteers, Rebekah Donovan Saturday, October 25, starting at 8 am

Teacher Rep., Adrianne Moore Costume Character Day

Friday, October 31
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